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	ROC  Project Title
	

	Leading Students to Success Through Information Literacy

	Name(s) and Department

	Cinthya Ippoliti-Library, Dave Harris-Business, Jonelle Moore and Sam Martinez-English, Maria Chavira Psychology, Brian Dille-Political Science

	Abstract
	

	Describe in a concise summary the purpose of your ROC project including how this project was linked to the college-wide assessment outcomes result(s), the type of instructional /scholarly endeavor(s) engaged in, and the collaborative nature of the project (120 word limit).

	The goals of the ROC grant were to:
Improve student outcome results for information literacy and increase the overall assessment scores. Faculty analyzed student outcome results for information literacy for 2001, 2002, 2004 in order to identify trends and pinpoint problems to highlight for discussion

Bring an outside expert to create awareness of what information literacy is and how it relates not only to these scores, but also the discipline context of each department in student learning and academic success. The invited speaker connected information literacy issues and concepts to MCC’s academic culture in order to identify and assess ways of infusing information literacy and critical thinking into the general curriculum for all disciplines

Initiate discussion among the faculty regarding how these scores can be improved through information literacy. Faculty participated in facilitated discussions about the scores and information literacy in order to create a college-wide culture of closing the loop and following up on what these scores indicate.



	Outcomes
	

	Describe the intended outcomes of the project and how they were met. (If your project involved sponsoring a speaker, do not provide a detailed background of the presenter, but instead focus on how the presentation addressed the outcomes assessment results.)


	The intended outcomes of the grant were:

Students will benefit from this series in a variety of ways. First, by making faculty aware of information literacy issues and engaging them as active participants in exploring possible solutions, students will not only be exposed to these concepts in the classroom, but will be able to incorporate them into their learning experience and beyond because they will be able to utilize these skills and tools throughout the curriculum through such activities as their day to day classroom experiences, the assignments they are receiving and involvement with the library.

This project is designed to close the loop and follow up on what the outcome assessment scores are identifying as gaps in student learning. In the past three assessments of information literacy, there are trends that emerge that indicate students are still struggling with concepts such as critical thinking and using information effectively. Taking a step back and initiating conversations with the faculty will ensure that the college-wide outcomes assessment endeavor is not only being carried out, but that it is evaluated and addressed in each department’s academic planning.

This project is the first step in a larger effort to create a culture of life-long learning and critical thinking at MCC which can be achieved by permeating the curriculum with information literacy concepts and skills-it is vital that these concepts become a part of each department’s educational mission and they are blended within each discipline in order to support and develop student learning and thinking.

These outcomes were met in several ways:
· Faculty were given specific tools and strategies they could tailor to their own curriculum needs in the form of active learning exercises.
· Faculty collaborated with colleagues from a variety of disciplines ranging from art to fire science.
· Because each team of faculty worked with a different standard, they commented on how useful this was in terms of explicitly exposing students to information literacy in a systematic way instead of hoping it would happen on its own. 

· New connections between librarians and faculty were forged as faculty discovered how useful library instruction can be and how librarians can tailor any session to fit various assignments and research needs.

· About 195 students mentioned that they learned Information Literacy concepts in class when asked anonymously after taking the Information Literacy assessment.



	Impact and applicability
	

	Describe the broad impact and applicability of your ROC project on student learning, programs, and/or departments. Description should address specifically how the ROC project provides a bridge between the assessment data, planning, pedagogy, and learning.

	The ROC project directly affected student learning because faculty who participated implemented an Information Literacy activity into their class for the Spring Semester.  They were responsible for coming up with one activity that implemented one of the Information Literacy standards. The activities included a library instruction session as well as an assignment that was designed to highlight Information Literacy concepts. Some examples include identifying master painters and their painting style, researching a health issue and determining if the information found is accurate or not and creating an electronic portfolio. Because students were exposed to these concepts within the context of their class, their assessment scores for the Information Literacy section would be affected as well. The ROC grant was designed to provide a real connection between what students learned in class and their exposure to the concepts as they appeared in the assessment. Ideally, students would recognize the same thread running through their in-class experience and the concepts being assessed and would be able to apply what they learned to successfully complete the assessment.

	Dissemination

	How will this information be shared with your colleagues, department, students, or campus? 

	This report will appear on the ROC website and will be available to the public.
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