2/28/13

AZGET Ul Ol

News | Sports | Money | Things to do | Politics | Opinion | Watchdog | Travel

Maricopa County Community colleges seek tuition, taxincrease

search: All azcentral.com

Login

Food & Home | Health | Trafflc | Weather

Ahwatukee | Chandler | Gilbert | Glendale | Mesa | Peoria | Phoenix | Pinal | Queen Creek | Scottsdale | Southwest Valley | Surprise | Tempe

Community » Scottsdale » Article

Maricopa County Community colleges seek tuition, tax

increase

SHARE URL EMAIL

RELATED INFO

Maricopa Community
Colleges' proposal to
raise tuition and taxes
is:

-

Lamentable but necessary

l)iven cuts in government
nding

oing to hurt those who can
east afford it

smaif, Suueway ¥

(o
Outrageous; they should
make do with the funding
they have

[ vote ]

View Results

FONT:AA A

Recommend - 62 Tweet 26

By Mary Beth Faller

As state funding dries up, the Maricopa County Community College
District is seeking the second tuition and tax-levy increase in three
years.

Administrators say they need the extra money to pay for additional full-
time faculty, more police officers and programs to increase student
success.

They are proposing that tuition increase from $76 per credit-hour to
$81 per credit- hour for 2013-14. That means a full-time student who
takes 30 credits a year would pay an additional $150 per year.

If approved, the tuition hike will generate an additional $12.5 million in
revenue to the 10-college district.

In addition, the district will ask the governing board to increase the
property-tax levy by 2 percent, which would mean a $2.17 increase in
annual taxes for a house assessed at $100,000.

The tax increase would generate an additional $8.1 million.

The governing board, which will vote on the tuition increase in March
and the taxincrease in May, last increased both in 2011-12.

The community-college administrators say they need the money to
make up for a big decline in funding from the state, which dropped from
$45 million in 2010 to a projected $8 million for 2013-14.

One piece of good news is that the colleges would collect $8.3 million
in taxes from new construction in Maricopa County, the most since
2011, with $11 million.

Gaye Murphy, associate vice chancellor for business services, told the
governing board Tuesday night that much of the new funding would
pay for a $6.5 million increase in mandatory expenses, including the
college system’s share toward the Arizona State Retirement System,
salary adjustments, increased health-care costs, scholarships and
technology maintenance.

The colleges also want to hire 32 additional full-time professors at a
cost of $2.3 million. Murphy said the goal over the next several years is
to have two-thirds of credit-hours taught by full-time professors and
one-third taught by part-time faculty — approximately the reverse of
what it is now.

John Webster, interim vice chancellor for information-technology
services, said that his department is badly understaffed and that the
employees need additional training. Some software is so old that it is
no longer being supported by the vendor. About $4.5million is
earmarked for technology.
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An additional $5million would be spent on two ongoing programs to
improve student success, including the Seamless Student Experience,
which is improving efficiency in registration, financial aid and

transcripts. The Student Success Initiative seeks to retain students and

improve the district’s graduation and transfer rate.

The board also heard a presentation from Mikel Longman, the district's
chief of police. He is seeking 23 additional police officers, a 50 percent

increase in staffing for the district's Department of Public Safety. The
new staffers would include a detective to investigate incidents and run
background checks.

Some board members expressed reservations about expanding the
police staff so much, especially because Longman told the board that
his department doesn’t have the ability to provide data on response
times or other crime details.

“Fm struggling with this $2 million additional cost,” Randolph Lumm
said. “That's money that can be used in the classroom or for students
who are dropping out.”

Longman told the board that the community-college ratio of police to
students is 1 to 5,000 and that the new hires would make that 1 to
3,400, still higher than many other universities and colleges.
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Estrada Harris Cindy - Marcos de Niza High School

Mr. Lumm s absolutely correct. These campus "police officers" are mostly retired cops, already drawing a good
pension. They received a hefty pay increase on the hush - hush last summer. The Clery Report numbers do not
support their existence on the campuses. They rely on low paid security officers to see to 90 percent of the day
to day tasks, In most cases, when an issue arises, they call the local PD. Anyone can do that. I encourage any
serious concerned taxpayer to check it out

Reply - 2 - Like * Follow Post - 23 hours ago

Este Bon*  Top Commenter * Phoenix, Arizona

You'll be the first one to start crying when their resoponse time is delayed in a major emergency
because they're understaffed.

Reply * Like * 9 hours ago

Estrada Harris Cindy - Marcos de Niza High School

If you read the article, they don't even know what their response time is... Besides, you are missing
the point, the first responder is most likely to be an unarmed security officer. Dialing "911" would be
the best bet.

Reply * Like * 7 hours ago

Rick Mueller

" $6.5 million increase in mandatory expenses, including the college system's share toward the Arizona State
Retirement System"

They want my tax dollars for that? NOT!

If this goes through someone needs to look into passing a bill to remove taxing authority from the governing
board. They answer to no one and have no incentive to reduce costs.

Reply - 1 - Like - Follow Post - 11 hours ago

Darin Oliver * Follow * Phoenix, Arizona

Maricopa County Community College Administrators Do Not realize that by raising property taxes that its going to
hurt some people that are just barely able to get by but the sad truth is that they Do Not care what so ever of
what happends to the home owners and other people that have to deal with less money in there paychecks and
there budgets.

Reply - Like * Follow Post - 35 minutes ago

Este Bon*  Top Commenter * Phoenix, Arizona

They could raise it another $50 per hour and it would still be a much better deal than the other options in the
Valley.

Reply - Like - Follow Post - Yesterday at 12:40pm

Harold Allie ©  Top Commenter * Mesa, Arizona
the board dont need any "ok" from anyone to raise taxes.
Reply * Like * Follow Post * Yesterday at 3:58pm

Harold Allie - Top Commenter - Mesa, Arizona
.No sequester, why not.
Reply - Like - Follow Post * Yesterday at 12:18pm
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